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selecting a media program from a plurality of media on the basis of said / 
subscriber program; / 

displaying said selected media from said step of selecting a media at said 
receiver station; / 

inputting a command at said input device in response to a command 
communicated in said selected media; / 

receiving at said receiver station a control signal from afn external source; 

controlling a presentation of a unit of said selected media at a peripheral 
device to said computer in response to said control signsd from said step of 
receiving; and / 

communicating from said receiver station to/said transmitter station data 
that represents a record of said selected media o/control signal. 

45. (New Claim) The method of clanm 44 further comprising the step 
of: / 

programming said receiver station to store data designated by a 
subscriber. / 

46. (New Claim) A method of delivering informative materials by 
broadcasting said informative/materials on a communication network having a 
transmitter station and a receiver station, said receiver station having a user 
input device, a processorand a storage device, said method comprising the steps 
of: / 

receiving an input from a user at said user input device; 
processing/said input from said step of receiving an input at said receiver 
station to enable said receiver station to receive said informative materials; 
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receiving said informative materials from said communication network in 
response to said enabled reception of said informative material in said step of 
processing; and / 

displaying said informative material from said step of receiving 
informative materials at said receiver station. / 

47. (New Claim) The method of claim 46 comprising the further steps 
of: / 

creating a record on said receiver station storageyflevice of the reception of 
said informative material; and / 

reporting the record of said reception of said/informative material from 
said step of creating a record from said receiver Ration to said transmitter 
station. / 

48. (New Claim) The method of claim 46 wherein said informative 
material is a recipe. / 

49. (New Claim) The method of claim 46 wherein said display of said 
informative material in said step of/displaying is a print out on a printer at said 
receiver station. / 

50. (New Claim) A^ystem for the delivery of informative materials in a 
coordinated broadcast network having a transmitter station and a plurality of 
receiver stations, each said receiver station having a display, a processor and a 
storage device, said system comprising the steps of: 

receiving at eayn of said plurality of receiver stations from said 
communication network said television program from said step of transmitting a 
television program; 



Serial No. 08/452,395 
Docket No. 05634.0065 



3 



receiving at each of said plurality of receiver stations from said / 
communication network said informative material from said step of /transmitting 
informative materials; / 

decoding said informative material at each of said plurality of receiver 
stations; / 

storing said informative material from said step of/decoding said 
informative material at each said receiver station storage device; 

recording the use of said informative materia/at each of said plurality of 
receiver stations; and / 

reporting the record of the use of said informative material from said step 
of recording from each of said plurality of receiver stations to said transmitter 
station. / 

51. (New Claim) The systerrVof claim 50 comprising the further steps 
of; / 

buffering said records of the use of said informative material at each of 
said plurality of receiver stations at said storage device in each of said plurality 
of receiver stations; / 

autodialling a modem from each of said plurality of receiver stations to 
said transmitter station in response to said buffer in said each of said storage 
device reaching a predetermined amount. 

52. (New Claim) The system of claim 50 wherein said coordinated 
transmission of jsaid informative material is encoded in the vertical blanking 
interval of saia television signal from said step of transmitting a television signal. 

53. / (New Claim) The system of claim 50 wherein said coordinated 
transmission of said informative material is encoded on a carrier wave. 
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54. (New Claim) A method of controlling a remote transmitter station 
to communicate program material to a remote receiver station and controlling 
said remote receiver station to communicate a response generated at /aid remote 
receiver station to a remote data colletion station, said method of controlling 
comprising the steps of: 

(1) receiving a unit of programming to be transmitted at a remote 
transmitter station, and said transmitter station transferring said unit of 
programming to a transmitter; 

(2) receiving one or more instruct signals afid a code or datum at said 
remote transmitter station, said one or more instruct signals operate at the 
remote receiver station to control a receiver station apparatus and direct said 
receiver station to communicate code or datum to a remote data collection site, 
said transmitter station transferring said one or more instruct signal to said 
transmitter; 

(3) receiving one or more cdhtrol signals at said remote transmitter 
station, said control signals control me communication of said unit of 
programming and said one or more instruct signals between said remote 
intermediate transmitter statioyf and said remote receiver station; and 

(4) transmitting from said remote transmitter station an information 
transmission comprising ssad first unit of programming, said one or more 
instruct signals and said/code or datum in response to said one or more control 
signals at said remote/intermediate transmitter station. 



55. (New Claim) The method of claim 54, wherein said one or more 
control signals comprise a second code or datum which operates at said remote 
transmitter sjation to said unit of programming, said method further comprising 
the step of y 
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receiving a schedule which operates at said remote transmitter station to 
identify a specific transmission time for said unit of programming. / 

56. (New Claim) The method of claim-54, wherein said/remote 
program transmission station transmits said one or more control signals to said 
receiver station and said code or datum which operates at said remote 
transmitter station to said unit of programming, said method further comprising 
the step of: / 

receiving a schedule which operates at said remote transmitter station to 
identify a specific transmission time for said unit>of programming. 

57. (New Claim) The method of claim 54, wherein said remote 
transmitter station communicates a plurality of units of mass medium 
programming according to a schedule arrcl a specific one of said one or more 
control signals is effective at the remote transmitter station to communicate a 
specific one of said plurality of units of mass medium programming to a 
plurality of transmitters or to a transmitter a plurality of times. 

58. (New Claim) Arnethod of controlling a remote intermediate mass 
medium programming transmitter station to communicate mass medium 
program material to onenor more receiver stations, with said remote transmitter 
station including a broadcast or cablecast transmitter for transmitting one or 
more units of mass/medium programming, a plurality of selective transmission 
devices each operatively connected to said broadcast or cablecast transmitter for 
communicating a unit of mass medium programming, a mass medium 
programming receiver, a control signal detector, and a controller or computer 
capabla/6f controlling one or more of said selective transmission devices, and 
witlysaid remote transmitter station adapted to detect the presence of one or 
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more control signals, to control the communication of specific units of mass 
medium programming in response to detected specific control signals, arid to 
deliver at its broadcast or cablecast transmitter one or more units of^nass 
medium programming, said method of communicating comprising the steps of: 

(1) receiving a unit of mass medium programming to be transmitted 
by the remote intermediate mass medium programming transmitter station and 
delivering said unit of mass medium programming to a transmitter, said unit of 
mass medium programming having an instract signal which is effective to 
control a receiver station apparatus and^code or datum to serve as evidence of 
the passing of said instruct signal to^a controllable device or of the functioning of 
said controllable apparatus in^sponse to said instruct signal; 

(2) receiving ope or more control signals which at the remote 
intermediate mass medium programming transmitter station operate to control 
the communic^non of said unit of mass medium programming; and 

{3y transmitting said one or more control signals to said transmitter 
betpfe a specific time. 

59. (New Claim) The me^Jiod of claim 58, wherein said one or more 
control signals comprise a second coMe or datum which operates at the remote 
intermediate mass medium prograpmWg transmitter station to identify said unit 
of mass medium programming^said method further comprising the step of: 

transmitting a schedule which kiper^tes at the remote intermediate mass 
medium programming transmitter station t&communicate said unit of mass 
medium programming to a transmitter at saidNspecific time. 



60. (New Claim) The methodgiidainr587wherein said specific time is 
:duled time of trapsmfffing said unit of mass medium programming at said 
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remote intermediate mass medium programming transmitter station and said 
one or more control signals are effective at the remote intermediate mass 
medium programming transmitter station to control one or more of Said 
plurality of selective transmission devices at different times. / 

61. (New Claim) A method of processing signals at ^/receiver station 
having a computer and a output device to deliver at the output device a 
combined or sequential presentation of a program and a user specific output, 
with said computer having a storage device for storing/user data and said output 
outputting mass medium programming and other information, said method 
comprising the steps of: / 

storing user data of interest; / 

receiving from a mass medium programming source an information 
transmission containing mass medium programming; 

transferring said mass medium programming to said output device and 
outputting said mass medium programming; 

detecting in said information/transmission an instruct signal which is 
effective to control a receiver station apparatus and a code or datum to serve as 
evidence of the passing of said instruct signal to a controllable device or of the 
functioning of said controllable apparatus in response to said instruct signal; and 

controlling said computer based on said detected instruct signal, said step 
of controlling comprising: 



( 



selecting a specific portion of said stored user data of 



interest; 



(2) communicating said selected specific portion of said 
stored user data of interest to said output device; and 
subsequently 
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(3) ceasing to communicate said specific portion to saj* 
output device; 

(4) delivering at said output device the combined or 
sequential output of said received mass 
medium programming ajra said selected 
specific portion of saia stored user data of 
interest in the pejnod of time between said step 
of communicating said selected specific 
portion to said output device and said step of 
ceasing to communicate said selected specific 
Sortion to said output device. 

62. (New Ci^iim) The method of claim 61, further comprising any one 
of the steps of: 

programming said r^eiver station to process viewer data of interest and 
to respond to one or more instruct signals associated with some mass medium 
programming; 

receiving a command embedded in or associated with a signal that 
contains some mass medium programming; 

storing a locally input commawfl tha£ designates or specifies one of: 

a unit of mass medidm programming to be outputted or 



stored; 



(i) 

(2) 
(3) 




a fashion in which to present some mass medium 

programming or some computer output; and 

a time in which to output or store some mass medium 
programming or computer output; 
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controlling a processor or computer to process a viewer reaction to a unit 
of programming or an image outputted at said output device, said step of 
controlling comprising the steps of: 

(1) \ assembling a record that includes additional data besides 

\ said viewer reaction; and 

(2) transmitting said record to a remote data collection station; 
controlling a processor or computer to process a viewer reaction to a unit 

of programming or an image outputted at said output device, said step of 
controlling comprising the steps of: 

(1) detectingNa datum that identifies a unit of programming or 

an image outputted at said output device; and 

(2) transmitting Wd datum to a remote data collection station; 
controlling a processor or computer to process a viewer reaction to a unit 

of programming or an image outputred at said output device, said step of 
controlling comprising the steps of: \ 

(1) storing a datum thafc identifies a unit of programming or an 

image oa^putted at said output device; and 

(2) passing datq/of the availability, use or usage of 

programming or\an image to a processor or computer 
that controls the selection or communication of 
programming materials for outputting at said receiver 
station; and \ 
controlling a processor or computer to process a viewer reaction to a unit 

of programming or an image outputted at said output device, said step of 

controlling comprising the steps of: 
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(1) Vontrolling a receiver to receive or a storage location to 
communicate a unit of programming associated with 

unit of programming or image or in response to 
viewer reaction; and 

(2) output^ingyaid communicated unit of programming at an 
|tpu\ device of said receiver station. 

63N^ (New Claim) A method for tracking a reception of a control signal 
\ction of said control signal at a receiver station in a data network/^aid 
receiver station having a processor, a storage device, and a plurality^r peripheral 
device interface connections, said method comprising the step^f: 
receiving said control signal at said receiver statipft; 
detecting said control signal at said receivprlstation; 
passing said control signal from saj4i>rocessor to at l east one peripheral 
device through said plurality of pejifmeral device interface connections; 

determining what fujadion said control signal from said step of passing 
said control signal performed at said at least one peripheral device; and 

recording the function of said control signal from said step of determining 
what fprfction said control signal performed at said at least one peripheral device 
✓em said storage device. 

64. (New Claim) The m§tf\(\d \f claim 63 wherein said function is a 
printer function. 

|^ ^6^. (New Claim)JTli£-fflethO^^ 63 wherein said function is a 

mujtij5lejgl^^ display function. 
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66. (New Claim) The method of claim 63 where 
laser disk player function. 



mction is a 



67. (Newj2feam) The method of claim 63 wherein said function is a 
video c^ss^ne recorder function. 

68. (New Claim) The method of claim 63 wherein said function is a 
television function. 

^^|^ \69. (New Claim) The method of claim 63 wherein said function 
^^^j^di^tuner function. 

70. (NejvjSi^fin) The method of claim 63 wherein said function is a 
compiitef function. 

71. (New Claim) The method of claim 63 wherein said function is an 
electro-mechanical control function. 



of: 




72. ) (New Claim) The methoaW claim 63 further comprising the step 




recording the passing of said control signal from said step of passing. 



73. (New Claim) A method of processing signals at a receiver static 
a computer and an output device to deliver at the output-device at least 
one of a combined programming presentation anc^sgcfuential programming 
presentation with a user specific output^saidcomputer having a storage device 
for storing user data and saidpwtput device outputting mass medium 
programming and ot^efrnformation, said method comprising the steps of: 
storiog^iser data of interest; 
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receiving mass medium programming from a programming source and 
outputting the mass medium programming at said output device; / 

receiving one of a broadcast information transmission and a/ablecast 
information transmission including an instruct signal which is effective to control 
receiver station apparatus and at least one of a code and a daturai to serve as 
evidence of one of: / 

(1) a passing of said instruct signal to controllable apparatus 
and; / 

(2) a functioning of said controllable apparatus in response to 
said instruct signal; / 

detecting said instruct signal in said one di said broadcast information 
transmission and said cablecast information transmission and passing said 
detected instruct signal to said computer; and 

controlling said computer based on said detected instruct signal, said step 
of controlling including: / 

(1) selecting a specific portion of said stored user data of 

interest:/ 

(2) communicating said selected specific portion of said stored 
user data of interest to said output device; and subsequently 

(3) ceasing tp communicate said specific portion to said output 

aevice; 

(4) delivering at said output device at least one of a combined 
output and a sequential output of said received mass 
medium programming with said selected specific portion of 

ysaid stored user data of interest in the period of time 
/ between said step of communicating said selected specific 
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one of: 



portion to said output device and said step of ceasing tc 
communicate said selected specific portion to saicLemtput 
device; 

detecting said at least one of said code and said datum ^idencing said 

(1) said passing of said instruct signal to said controllable 
apparatus and; 

(2) said functioning of said^&ntrollable apparatus in response 
to said instruct signal; 

storing said at least one of sajd code and said datum. 

74. (New Claim) TYy£ method of claim 73, wherein said mass medium 
programming one of: 

(1) /supplements a television program; and 



completes a television program, and 

wherein/a user places an order in response to an offer communicated in said 
television program. 



75. (New Claim) The mVthod of claim 73, further comprising the step 



of: 



programming said receiver 
to respond to at least one instru 
programming. 



of: 




^on to process viewer data of interest and 
associated with some mass medium 



76. (New Claim) The method of claim 73 further comprising the step 
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receiving a command one of embedded in and associated with a signal 
that contains \ portion of mass medium programming. 



of: 



of: 



stored; 



77. (New Claim) The method of claim 73 further comprising the step 
storing a locally input command that one of designates and specifies one 

(1) massVnedium programming to be one of outputted and 

(2) a fashionVn which to present one of a portion of said mass 
medium programming and a portion of computer output. 

(3) a time in whifch to one of output and store one of a portion of 
said mass mecmim programming and a portion of computer 
output. 

78. (New Claim) The method ©f claim 73 further comprising the step 



controlling one of a processor and a Computer to process a viewer reaction 
to one of mass medium programming and anWage outputted at said output 
device, said step of controlling including: 

(1) assembling a record that includes additional data besides 
said viewer reaction; and 

(2) transmitting said record to a rentate data collection station. 



of: 



79. (New Claim) The method of claim 73 further comprising the step 



of: 
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controlling one of a processor and a computer to process a viewer reaction 
to one of mask medium programming and an image outputted at said output 
device, said steo of controlling including: 

(1) \ detecting a datum that identifies one of said mass medium 
>rogramming and said image outputted at said output 

svice; and 

(2) transmitting said datum to a remote data collection station. 
80. (New Claim) \The method of claim 73 further comprising the step 

of: 

controlling one of a proixessor and a computer to process a viewer reaction 
to one of mass medium programming and an image outputted at said output 
device, said step of controlling including: 

(1) storing a datuiAthat identifies one of said mass medium 
programming^^ said image outputted at said output 
device; ancr- \ 

(2) passing data of one oft the availability, use, and usage of said 
one of said mass medium programming and said outputted 
image to one of said processor and said computer that 
controls one of the selectionvand communication of mass 
medium programming for output at said receiver station. 



81. (New Claim) The method of claim 73 further comprising the step 



of: 



controlling one of a processor and a computer to Wocess a viewer reaction 
to one of mass medium programming and an image outputted at said output 
device, said step of controlling including: 
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(l\ controlling one of a receiver to receive and a storage location 
\ to communicate a first mass medium programming 

associated with one of said mass medium programming and 
saicKrmtputted image in response to said viewer reaction; 
and \ 

(2) outputting^afd communicated first mass medium 

programrefingsat said output device at said receiver station. 

82. (New Claim) The ^ethockof claim 73, wherein said at least one of 
said code and said datum serves as evidence of both: 

(1) the passing of said instruct signal to said controllable 
apparatus; and \ 

(2) the functioning of said controllable apparatus in response to 
said instruct signal. \ 

83. (New Claim) A method of communicating mass mediunv/^ 
prpgramming to at least one receiver station each of which includes'one of a 
broadcast programming receiver and a cablecast programmingreceiver, an 
output device, a control signal detector, a processor opeprfoly connected to said 
output device, and with each said receiver statioiv^apted to detect and respond 
to at least one instruct signal, said method of/rommunicating comprising the 
steps of: / 

(1) receiving the mass medium programming to be transmitted at a 
transmitter station and deliv^mig said mass medium programming to at least 
one transmitter; / 

(2) recejvmg said at least one instruct signal at said transmitter station, 
said at least orfe instruct signal at the receiver station operating to control a 
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receiver station apparatus and store at least one of a code and a datum to s^r^e 
as evidence of one of: 

(a) a passing of said at least one instruct sigpaffto controllable 
apparatus; and >^ 

(b) a functioning of said contp^Hable apparatus in response to 
said at least one ij^sfruct signal; 

(3) transferring sakl^fleast one instruct signal and said at least one of 
said code and said da£vtm to said at least one transmitter; and 

(4) trarfsmitting from said transmitter station at least one information 
transmis^km including said mass medium programming, said at least one 
instfuct signal, and said at least one of said code and said datum. 

84. (New Cl\im) The method of claim 83, wherein said step of 
transmitting directs one^of a broadcast transmission and a cablecast transmission 
to a plurality of receiver stations at the same time and each of said plurality of 
receiver stations one of receives and responds to said at least one instruct signal 
concurrently. 

85. (New Claim) The m\jKod of claim 83, wherein said step of 
transmitting directs said one of s&VKbroadcast transmission and said cablecast 
transmission to a plurality of recehterVtations at different times and each of said 
plurality of receiver stations respoijds t^ said at least one instruct signal at a 
different time. 



86. (New Claim) The method of cl)um 83, wherein a switch 
communicates signals selectively from a receiver and one of a memory and a 
recorder to said at least one transmitter, said mer^iod further comprising one of 
the steps of: 
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detecting a first instruct signal which is effective at the transmitter station 
to instruct commiinication; 

determining a specific program input source from which to communicate 
a second instruct signal to said at least one transmitter; 

controlling said switch to communicate said second instruct signal to said 
at least one transmitted* in response to said first instruct signal which is effective 
at the transmitter station to instruct communication; 

controlling said switch to communicate a third instruct signal from a 
selected program input receiver; and 

controlling said switch to communicate mass medium programming to 
said one of said memory and said recorder. 

87. (New Claim) Tke method of claim 83, wherein a controller controls 
a switch to communicate to saddatVeast one transmitter one of selected mass 
medium programming and smd at least one instruct signal, further comprising 
one of the steps of: \ 

detecting a first instruct signal which is effective at the transmitter station 
to instruct transmission; \ 

inputting to said controller a second instruct signal which is effective to 
control said switch; \ 

controlling said switch to one of communicate at least one mass medium 
programming presentation and said at least onainstruct signal according to a 
transmission schedule; \ 

controlling said switch to communicate said iat least one mass medium 
programming presentation from a specific one of a plurality of program input 
receivers; and \ 

controlling said switch to communicate one of said at least one mass 
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medium programming presentation and said at least one instruct signal to a 
selected one of a plurality of transmitters. 

88. (New Claip) The method of claim 83, further comprising one of the 
steps of: 

transmitting to said aV least one receiver station at least one datum that 
one of designates one of a time^and a channel of transmission of said mass 
medium programming and species one of the title of and the subject matter 

ram; 

receiver station a first instruct signal to 
ecific one of a broadcast transmission 



?ast\one 



> a st 




contained in said mass medium 

transmitting to said at 
cause said receiver station to time 
and a cablecast transmission; and 

causing at least one of said at least oAe receiver station to cease combining 
a receiver specific datum with said mass medium programming at a specific 
time. 

89. (New Claim) The method of claim 83/ wherein said at least one of 
ode and said datum serves as evidence of both: 

(1) the passing of said at least one instruc^sisffal to said 
controllable apparatus; 

(2) the functipnirtgof said controllable apparatus in response to 
liTd at least one instruct signal. 

90. (New Claim) A method of con^rpffing a remote transmitter station 
to deliver a receiver specific output to a re^ivfer station and controlling said 
receiver station to communicate at leasfone, receiver specific datum to a remote 
data collection station, with said receiver st^pn b^ng remote from said remote 
data collection station comprising the steps of: 




20 




Serial No. 08/452,395 
Docket No. 05634.0065 



\(1) receiving at the remote transmitter station at least one instruct 
signal which operates at the receiver station to perform one of the functions of 
assembling and communicating receiver specific data to a remote data collection 
station; \ 

(2) receiving a control signal which operates at the remote transmitter 
station to controMhe communication of at least one instruct signal, and 
communicating sard control signal to said remote transmitter station; 

(3) monitoWg a use of at least one of said control signal and a 
resource which responds to said control signal; 

(4) storing a record of the use of at least one of said control signal and 
a resource which respondsuo said control signal from said step of monitoring; 

(5) receiving orte of a code and a datum designating a specific instruct 
signal to be transmitted W tha remote transmitter station, and said remote 
transmitter station transferring said designated specific instruct signal to a 
transmitter; and 

(6) transmitting from sain remote transmitter station an information 
transmission comprising at least oneMesignated instruct signal, said at least one 
designated instruct signal being transmitted at at least one specific time and on at 
least one specific channel in accordance with said control signal. 

91. (New Claim) The method of cfiaim 90, wherein at least one receiver 
specific data evidence one of the availability arid use of information, and a 
receiver specific response to said at least one designated instruct signal. 



92. (New Claim) The method of claim 90, wherein said at least one 
designated instruct signal comprises downloadable cooe. 
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93. (New Claim) A method for promoting and delivering at least one 
a product, service, and a media output for use with an interactive television 
viewing apparatus comprising the steps of: / 

displaying a television program that demonstrates at lease one of a 
product, a service, and a media output, said interactive television viewing 
apparatus having an input device to receive input from a viewer; 

prompting said viewer during said television prclgram whether said 
viewer wants at least one of said product, service, ana said media output 
demonstrated in said step of displaying, said interactive television viewing 
apparatus having an output device for outputting at least one of said product, 
service, and said media output; / 

receiving a reply from said viewer a4 said input device in response to said 
step of prompting said viewer, said interactive television viewing apparatus 
having a processor for processing said^ viewer reply to perform at least one of the 
functions of obtaining and enablinaonstructions which perform at least one of 
the functions of generating and controlling output of at least one of said product, 
service, and said media output4n response to said instructions; 

delivering said instructions at said interactive television viewing 
apparatus in response to ^aid step of receiving a reply, said instructions 
controlling said interactive television viewing apparatus in performing a 
technique for delivering at least one of said product, service, and said media 
output; / 

processing said instructions from said step of delivering; 
performing said technique at said interactive television viewing 
apparatus^ said processor delivering at least one of said product, service, and 
said mefciia output on the basis of said instructions; 
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monitoring at use of at least one of said instructiops-antTa^resource which 
outputs at least a portion of said projluetrService, and said media; and 

storing a record<yfsaid use of said at least one of said instructions and 
saiji^eSSurce from said step of monitoring. 

94. (New Claim) TKe method of claim 93, wherein at least one of said 
instructions is embedded in th^noh-visible portion of a television signal. 



95. (New Claim) The method of claim 93, wherein information 
encing one of said technique, and the availability and use of s^id television 

program, is one of stored and communicated to a remote data/collection station, 
said method further comprising the step of selecting evidence information that 
one of identifies and designates at least one: 

(1) mass medium program; 

(2) use of programming; 

(3) transmission station; 

(4) receiver station; 

(5) network; 

(6) broadcast station; 

(7) channel on a cable system; 

(8) time of transmission; 

(9) unique identifier datum; 

(10) supplier of idata; 

(11) publication, article, publisher, distributor, or advertisement; and 

(12) indication of copyright. 

96. (New Claim) The method of claim 93, wherein said instructions 
incorporate downloadable code, said method further comprising the steps of 
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commiinicating said downloadable code to said processor, which on the ba^is of 
said downloadable code, performs the step of: 

receiving a signal containing said television program/fr said 

instructions. 

97. (New Claim) The method of claim 93, whej^in said interactive 
television viewing apparatus includes a storage device, said method further 
comprising the step of: 

embedding one of a code and a daftrin in said television program that 
enables said interactive television viewing apparatus to perform one of the 
functions of locating some downloadable code and controlling a presentation of 
at least one of said product, sptfvice, and said media output in accordance with 
said instructions. 

98. (I^eW Claim) The method of claim 93, comprising the step of: 
programming said interactive television viewing apparatus to query a 

remote data source at a particular time. 



99. (New Claim) The method of claim 93, further comprising the steps 



of: 



storing a subscriber instruction toVeceive at least one of a specific mass 
medium program, datum, news item, and vi computer control instruction; and 

receiving at least one of a specific mates medium program, datum, news 
item, and a computer control instruction inVopordance with said instruction. 



100. (New Claim) The method of cOsv93, further comprising the steps 



of: 
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programming said processor to respond to information communicated 
from one of data and a programming source; 

receiving an information transmission from one of a local storage device 
and a remote television programmmg source; 

inputting at leaist some of said received information transmission to a 
control signal detector;* 

detecting one^pf dc^a and an instruct signal in said information 
transmission; and , 

passing one of said d&fected data and said instruct signal to said 
processor. 

101. (New Claim) The method of claim 93, further comprising the ste 

storing a subscriber instructionto perform one of tl}0*filnctions of 
processing and presenting at least one of a masg^rgaium program, datum, news 
item, and a computer control instrucjieitfand 

performing one of^herfunctions of processing and presenting at least one 
specific mass nj^dlum program, datum, news item, or computer control 
instruptitm in accordance with said instruction. 



102. (New Claim) The method of claim 93, wherein said interactive 
television viewing apparatus has aplurality of output devices and at least one of 
said product, service, and media mirout is delivered at a specific at least one of 
said plurality of output devices/ Sckid method further comprising the steps of: 

controlling a selective transn&s&dn device to communicate one of data 
and instructions in respect of at leagt one o\said product, service, and media 
output to said specific at least one of said plurality of output devices; and 
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actuating an output device that outputs at least one of video, audio, and a 
physical product to outpuj^ome portion of said product, service, or media 
output on the basis of said copm^inicated some data or instructions in respect of 
said product, service, or megMf output. 

103. (New Claim) The method of claim 93, wherein at least one of said 
^fractions is delivered in a multichannel signal transmitted bYjw&ef£ remote 
cable television and a satellite televisionJj^smitfeTstation, said method further 
comprising the stej 

a converter to receive at least one of said instructions. 




104. (New Claim) The method of claim 93, further comprising the steps 



of: 



receiving at least one datiu?n\hat designate one of one of a time and a 
channel of transmission of one/of said television program and said instructions 
and that specify one of the title onand some subject matter contained in one of 
said television program and saidli^trucfrons; and subsequently 

receiving one of said television program and said instructions on the basis 
of said at least one datum. 

105. (New Claim) The method of claim 93, wherein said Jngtstrctions 
porate downloadable code, said method furthepeefnprising the steps of 
communicating said downloadable cod^te^aid processor, which on the basis of 
said downloadable code, perfaj*rfsthe step of: 

actuating at le^sTfrne of a video, audio, and print output device, as 
appropriate J> te'6utput at least one of said product, service, and said media 
outpj 
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106. (New Claim) The method of claim 93, wherein said instructions 
incorporate downloadable code, said method further comprising the'steps of 
communicating said downloadable code to said processor, which/on the basis of 
said downloadable code, performs the step of: / 

decrypting at least a portion of said television program or said 
instructions. / 

107. (New Claim) The method of claim 93, wnerein said instructions 
incorporate downloadable code, said method further comprising the steps of 
communicating said downloadable code to said processor, which on the basis of 
said downloadable code, performs the step of: / 

controlling a selective transmission device to communicate at least some 
of said product, service, or media output to an output device. 

108. (New Claim) The methocf of claim 93, wherein said instructions 
incorporate downloadable code, saici method further comprising the steps of 
communicating said downloadable code to said processor, which on the basis of 
said downloadable code, performs the step of: 

generating a receiver specific datum to present with received 
programming. / 

109. (New Claim) The method of claim 93, wherein said instructions 
incorporate downloadable code, said method further comprising the steps of 
communicating said downloadable code to said processor, which on the basis of 
said downloadable code, performs the step of: 

delivering a receiver specific datum at said interactive television viewing 
apparatus simultaneously or sequentially with said television program or said 
product, service, or media output. 
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110. (New Claim) The method of claim 93, wherein said interactive / 
television viewing apparatus includes a storage device, said method further 
comprising the step of: / 

communicating a program unit identification code to said srorage device 
and storing said program unit identification code at a storage^tocation associated 
with said television program. / 

111. (New Claim) The method of claim 93/wherein said interactive 
television viewing apparatus includes a storag£ / device, said method further 
comprising the step of: / 

communicating to and storing a^aid storage device some information to 
evidence one of one of an availability and use of said television program, said 
instructions, and some downloadable code. 

112. (New ClaimVThe method of claim 93, wherein said interactive 
television viewing apparatus includes a storage device, said method further 
comprising the step^Df : 

storing at^aid storage device an instruct signal which is effective to 
generate some output to be associated with at least one of said product, service, 
and said nrtfedia output. v 

113. (New Claim) The metho^pf claim 93, wherein said interactive 
television viewing apparatus includes a storage device, said method further 
comprising the step of: / \ \ 

storing at said storage device anjr^tract signal which is effective to 
display one of a combined and a sequential presentation of a mass medium 
program, and a user specific datum. 
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114. (New Claim) The method of claim 93, wherein said interactive / 
ision viewing apparatus includes a storage device, said method further 

comprising the step of: / 

storing at said storage device an instruct signal which is effective to 
process a user reaction to one of said television program and aj*4east one of said 
product, service, and said media output. / 

115. (New Claim) The method of claim 93, wjtferein said interactive 
television viewing apparatus includes a storage deance, said method further 
comprising the step of: / 

storing at said storage device an instruct signal which is effective to 
perform one of the functions of commmaficating to a remote station a query in 
respect of information to be associated with said television program, and 
enabling display of at least one afraid product, service, and said media output. 

116. (New Claim) Trie method of claim 93, wherein said interactive 
television viewing apparatus includes a storage device, said method further 
comprising the step'of: 

storing a^aid storage device an instruct signal which is effective to 
control a us^r station to receive information to supplement said television 
programs 




claim 93, wherein said interactive 
orage device, said method further 



117. (New Claim) The me 
television viewing apparatus inclj 
comprising the step of: 

storing at said storage device an instruct signal which is effective to 
process a digital television signal 
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18. (New Claim) The method of claim 93, wherein said intensive 
Tsion viewing apparatus includes a storage device, said me£h6d further 
comprising the step of: j< 

storing at said storage device one of a code apda datum to serve as a basis 
for enabling an output device to display at le^sfsome of at least one of said 
product, service, and said media outpujx5r for enabling said interactive television 
viewing apparatus to process somie^ownloadable code. 

119. (New Claim)xrhe method of claim 93, comprising the step of: 
delivering atsmd interactive television viewing apparatus processed 

information o^stored datum one of simultaneously and sequentially with one 
of said television program and at least one of said product, service, and said 
media output. 

120. (New Claim) Thamethod of claim 93, comprising the step of: 
storing said viewer reply Spr subsequent processing in response to at least 

one of said instructions. 

121. (New Claim) The^rjjgfhd^l of claim 93, comprising the step of: 
assembling and communicating \p a remote site data evidencing said 

viewer reply. 

122. (New Claim) A method of gathering information on the use of at 
least one of a resource and a control signal at a receiver station, said 
receiver station having a processor and aVontrolled device, said receiver 
station transferring said gathered information to a remote station, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

(1) identifying at least one of a resource anil a control signal; 




30 




Serial No. 08/452,395 
Docket No. 05634.0065 




(2) monitoring at least one of said resource and said control signal; 

storing a record of the use of at least one of said resource and said 
control sig\al from said step of monitoring; and 

(4) V)mmunicating information evidencing said use of at least one of 
said resource and said control signal from said step of storing a record from said 
receiver station to\ remote station. 

123. (New Claim) The method of claim 122, wherein at least one of said 
resource and said control signal is one of a broadcast and a cablecast television 
signal, said method furtherScomprising the steps of: 

selecting information designating programming contained in one of said 
broadcast and said cablecast television signal; and 

communicating said selected information from said step of selecting to 
said remote station. 



124. (New Claim) The method of claim 122, wherein at least one of said 
resource and said control signal is one of a luroadcast and a cablecast data signal, 
said method further comprising the steps of: 

selecting information designating a functton performed in respect of at 
least one of said resource and said control signal; aW 

communicating said selected information from\said step of selecting to 
said remote station. 

125. (New Claim) The method of claim 122, furtherspomprising the step: 
processing information designating a source of at least ^ne of said 

resource said control signal; and 

communicating said source information from said step of processing to 
said remote station. 
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\ 126. (New Claim) The method of claim 122, further comprising the step: 
processing information designating a time in respect of at least one of said 

resource and said control signal; and 

commtmicating said time information from said step of processing to said 

remote station. \ 

127. (New ylaim) The method of claim 122, wherein said identified at 
least one of said resource and said control signal is a resource which performs 
one of the functions of communicating and responding to a plurality of control 
signals, said method further comprising the steps of: 

selecting information ^designating at least one of said plurality of control 
signals; and \ 

communicating said selected information from said step of selecting to 
said remote station. \ 

128. (New Claim) The methoa\pf claim 122, wherein said identified at 
least one of said resource and said contro\signal is a control signal which 
performs one of the functions of processingWd communicating a plurality of 
resources, said method further comprising thet steps of: 

selecting information designating at leasf\pne of said plurality of 
resources; and \ 

communicating said selected information from said step of selecting to 
said remote station. \ 

129. (New Claim) The method of claim 122, wherein said identified at 
least one of said resource and said control signal is a signal which is 
communicated to a plurality of devices, said method further comprising the 



steps of: 
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selecting information designating at least one of said plurality of devices; 



and 



communicating sal^ selected information from said step of selecting to 
said remote station. 



least 




0. (New Claim) The method of claim 122, wherein the stored evidence 
fmation performs one of the functions of identifying and designating aj 
one of: 

(1) a mass medium program; 

(2) a proper use of programming; 

(3) a transmission station; 

(4) a receiver station; 

(5) a network; 

(6) a broadcast station; 

(7) a channel on a cable system; 

(8) a time of transmission; 
a unique identifier datum; 
a source 0f supplier of data; 

at le^t one of a publication, article, publisher, distributor, and an 
and 

an indication of copyright. 

131. (New Claim) The method! of claim 122, wherein at least one of said 
esource and said control signal is received from a local source, said method 
further comprising the step of: 

storing one of a code and a datum which is operative to identify one of 
said resource and said control signal. - 
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